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Disclaimer

Funding for this presentation was made possible in part by TR7HA53201-01-00 

from the Health Resources and Services Administration HIV/AIDS Bureau. The 

views expressed do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the 

Department of Health and Human Services nor does mention of trade names, 

commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. 

Government. Any trade/brand names for products mentioned during this 

presentation are for training and identification purposes only. 
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Maaetc.org
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Planning Committee & Speaker Disclosures

• The staff and faculty involved with the planning 

of today’s event do not have any conflicts of 

interest to disclose.

• The Speaker has no conflicts of interest to 

disclose
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Post Event Evaluation(s) and Continuing 

Education Units (CEUs)

The previous process is specifically for general certificates of attendance. 

• If you are looking for nursing or other types of continuing education credit, 

you may be directed automatically to another post-evaluation survey, OR you 

will receive a different email with another link to complete. 

• Please contact the coordinator of the event or maaetc@pitt.edu with any 

questions.
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Needs

We have attempted to make this presentation compliant with the Americans 

with Disabilities Act and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act.

If you find that you need further accommodation, or alternate means to utilize 

this presentation, please contact us and we will attempt to further 

accommodate your needs.
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For more information about this presentation, and 

other services of the MidAtlantic AETC, visit us at 

www.maaetc.org or call 412.624.1895
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IG Disability Pride Video

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMa3ifxPKA5/
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Goals and Objectives
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Implement Outline strategies to achieve equitable HIV prevention for 
PWD

Identify Identify factors contributing to disparities in HIV screening 
and prevention in People With Disabilities (PWD)

Defne Define ableism and disability 
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Case Study

• A 63-year-old man who has an intellectual disability since 
birth, presented to clinic for routine healthcare. 

• A decade ago, the patient was diagnosed with Stage III 
Diffuse Large B-cell Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma. 

• The patient presented at a 3 months prior to another facility, 
due to a weight loss of 10 kg over the past 5 months. Oral 
thrush had been diagnosed by ENT shortly before. During this 
medical evaluation, pancytopenia was identified. 

• Throughout this time, the patient was never tested for HIV in 
the past. 

• At this current visit: HIV positivity was revealed. The AIDS-
defining diagnosis, along with a CD4 + cell count of 41/µl, 
suggests a prolonged period of HIV positivity.

Würfel LM, Potthoff A, Nambiar S, Skaletz-Rorowski A. Missed opportunities for HIV testing and sexual health-

related challenges in an individual with intellectual disability: a case report. AIDS Res Ther. 2024 Apr 5;21(1):20. 

doi: 10.1186/s12981-024-00606-7. PMID: 38581028; PMCID: PMC10996268.
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https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/aboutus.html 
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What is a Disability? 

• According to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), a 

person with a disability is an individual with a “physical or 

mental impairment that substantially limits one or more 

major life activities”. 

– Legal definition
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What is Disability?
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Evidence‐Based Advocacy: Using Photovoice to Identify Barriers and Facilitators to Community Participation After Spinal Cord Injury - 

Scientific Figure on ResearchGate. Available from: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Biopsychosocial-Model-of-Disability-WHO-

2001_fig1_42387640 
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What is Disability

WHO World Report on Disability. Available at www.who
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https://www.cdc.gov/disability-and-health/articles-documents/disability-impacts-all-of-us-infographic.html
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Ableism

Disability justice activist and educator Lydia X Z Brown:

 1. The oppression, prejudice, stereotyping, or 

discrimination against disabled people on the basis of 

actual or presumed disability.

 2. The belief that people are superior or inferior, 

have better quality of life, or have lives more valuable or 

worth living on the basis of actual or perceived disability.
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Ableism

• “That’s so lame.”

• “That guy is crazy.”

• “You’re acting so bipolar 

today.”

• “It’s like the blind leading 

the blind.”

• “My ideas fell on deaf ears.”

• “I’m super OCD about how I 

clean my apartment.”

• “I don’t even think of you as 

disabled.”
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Ableism

• Throughout his life, David constantly faced ableist 

biases. Seeing a diagnosis of “developmental disability,” 

medical teams would incorrectly assume he was 

nonverbal, incontinent, and unable to ambulate 

independently. 

• I once posted signs in his hospital room listing his 

favorite discussion topics, such as country music and 

recently released comedic movies, hoping that if we 

humanized him, his team would provide better care.

Morris MA. Death by Ableism. N Engl J Med. 2023 Jan 5;388(1):5-7. doi: 10.1056/NEJMp2212109. Epub 2022 Dec 31. PMID: 
36592337.
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Disability/Poverty Cycle

Rebecca Yeo, Karen Moore, Including Disabled People in Poverty Reduction Work: “Nothing About Us, Without Us”, World 

Development, Volume 31, Issue 3, 2003, Pages 571-590, ISSN 0305-750X, https://doi.org/10.1016/S0305-750X(02)00218-8. 

(https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X02002188)
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https://www.researchondisability.org/sites/default/files/media/2025-03/annual-report-people-with-

disabilities_2025_digital-update-a11y.pdf 
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https://siecus.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SIECUS-2021-Youth-with-Disabilities-CTA-1.pdf
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IVDU and PWD

Roberto Abadie, Manuel Cano,Health disparities and injection drug use behaviors among adults with and without 

disabilities in the National Survey on drug use and health, 2015–2019, Disability and Health Journal, Volume 18, 

Issue 1, 2025,101715, ISSN 1936-6574, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2024.101715.

(https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S193665742400164X)
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Fig. 2. Adjusted odds ratios for the association between past-year injection drug use 
and any of six disability types, for US civilian, non-institutionalized adults, 2015–2019.
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https://www.cdc.gov/disability-and-health/articles-documents/disability-impacts-all-of-us-infographic.html
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In a study of 714 U.S. physicians 
what do you think were the % for 

the following statements:

___% reported that they 
welcome patients with 

disabilities to their 
practice

___% said that they 
know “little or nothing” 

about the ADA

___% were confident 
they could provide 

similar quality of care to 
patients with disabilities 
as they could to those 

without disability
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Iezzoni LI, Rao SR, Ressalam J, Bolcic-Jankovic D, Agaronnik ND, Donelan K, Lagu T, Campbell EG. Physicians' 

Perceptions Of People With Disability And Their Health Care. Health Aff (Millwood). 2021 Feb;40(2):297-306. doi: 

10.1377/hlthaff.2020.01452. PMID: 33523739; PMCID: PMC8722582.
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56% reported that they 
welcome patients with 

disabilities to their 
practice

36% said that they know 
“little or nothing” about 

the ADA

41% were confident they 
could provide similar 

quality of care to 
patients with disabilities 
as they could to those 

without disability.
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Reflection
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ADA

https://fastercapital.com/content/Barrier-removal--Breaking-Down-Barriers--ADA-s-Mission-for-Barrier.html
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ADA

“I truthfully think the [Americans with Disabilities] Act makes 

the disabled person more of a target and doesn’t help them 

but hurts them. Because a lot of us, me personally, are 

afraid to treat them…so I look at it as not [a] helpful act, but 

I look at it as a hurtful act. Because all of us, even in this 

discussion, well, we are afraid of this, we’re afraid of that. 

…You just don’t want to deal with them, and that’s what the 

[ADA] is all about”

Lagu, T, et al. ‘I am not the doctor for you’: Physicians attitudes about caring for people with disabilities. Health 

Affairs. 2022. 10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00475
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UN CRPD

• Arlene Kanter wrote in 2015, “Whereas the ADA is a civil 

rights law that views equality for people with disabilities 

through a limited antidiscrimination lens, the [UN convention] 

is a human rights law that, based on a social model of 

disability, moves beyond traditional notions of equality 

towards a society that accepts people with disabilities as full 

and equal members.
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https://www.rwjf.org/en/insights/our-research/infographics/visualizing-health-equity.html
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Opportunities for disability inclusion

• Be Proactive

– Educate yourself on disability

– Reflect on your bias 

• Assess your organization for accessibility and make changes 

to increase it

• Critique your practice's culture and attitude towards disability

• Hire people with disabilities

• Partner with government and community-based organizations

– Trainings for staff

– Education sessions

– Onsite testing
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Opportunities for disability inclusion

• Utilize Electronic health record / other systems to 

proactively identify accommodation needs ahead of time

o Alerts

o Pre-visit intake form

o Disability access coordinator

• Create accessible health information

41
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https://sarcoregon.org/beyond-the-birds-and-the-

bees-a-call-for-inclusive-sex-education-for-

disabled-students/

https://www.plannedparenthood.org/blog/why-

we-need-more-sex-education-materials-in-

american-sign-language
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https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-greater-new-york/learn/community-programs/project-

shine 

https://yoursexualhealthtoolkit.org/ 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOWoD53bkxI

https://youtu.be/bOWoD53bkxI?si=rEuBha9Pnszq0GIe
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https://library.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/substance-use-youth-disabilities-pep24-06-003.pdf 
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MidAtlantic AIDS Education and Training 

Center - Contact Information

Regional Partner:

Rodney Lewis, Jr., M.Ed. 

Regional Coordinator

MidAtlantic AIDS Education and 

Training Center

Howard University 

College of Pharmacy 

202-806-4311

rodney.lewisjr@howard.edu 

Headquarters:

MidAtlantic AIDS Education and 

Training Center 

Department of Infectious 

Diseases and Microbiology,

Graduate School of Public Health,

University of Pittsburgh

412-624-1895

maaetc@pitt.edu 

www.maaetc.org 

Linda Rose Frank, PHD, MSN, ACRN, FAAN

Principal Investigator and Program Director

Professor of Public Health, Medicine & Nursing

University of Pittsburgh

mailto:rodney.lewisjr@howard.edu
mailto:maaetc@pitt.edu
http://www.pamaaetc.org/
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